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. PARTVII
Farm Markeﬁing and Level of Living

Location and Transportaticn for Marketing

The Marketing of Asotin County farm products is affected by distance from
major cities and food 'processing centers and by the relatively small local
consuming market, Remoteness from Puget ‘Sound, Portland and Spokane adds to
transportation costs for ‘crops and livestock shipped out as well as for essen-
tial supplies and equipment needed on the farms, WNearest urban centers for
marketing Asotin County products locally are the Clarkston-Lewiston district
of about 8,000 persons, Pullman with 11,500 and Walla Walla with 25,500,

Major terminal markets for grain and livestock are Spokane, 160 miles to the
north and Portland, Oregon, over 300 miles to the west., Distance and road
facilities make Walla Walla, Spokane and Portland the major terminal markets
for Asotin County's major commodities~~wheat, barlsy, cattle and fruit, These
items are capable of being shipped considerable distances to foreign, national
and regional terminal markets by rapid rail and motor express,

Trucking is the primary method of transportation used by farmers and
agricultural product shippers, The area is served by several franchised inter-
state motor carrier companies and there are mumerous contract haulers of grain,
livestock and fruit operating out of Clarkston, Pullman, Pomeroy, Dayton and
Walla Walla, Improved highways and motor carrier equipment have facilitated
larger volume shipment from Asotin County. In the last decade more grain and
livestock farmers have acquired trucks. :

Four U,S. and state highways are used for shipping. Major routes used
for grain and cattle hauling are U,S, 195, which connects Clarkston with rail
heads to the northward and livestock and grain shipment poirts in Whitman
County and the Spckane area. Clarkston is 115 miles from Spokane by this route,
Second most important route is over U,S, highway 410 to Wallas Wallay, 97 miles
from Clarkston and thence westward over U,S. 30.to Poritland, Oregon, 355 miles
from Clarkston, Other routes used are highways 3 and U,S. 95 to LaGrande,
Oregon and to Ontario and and Boise, Idaho, | '

Grain and livestock shippers make use of railway facilities serving Wnite
man, Garfield and Walla Walla Counties and the Clarkston-Lewiston industrial
district, Most important rail facilities used are the Union Pacific and
Northern Pacific joint branch line which follows the north bank of the Snake
River and runs from Lewiston to a junction with transcontinenmtal lines in the
Pasco area, This is an important branch line hauling wheat and cattle out of
the lower Snake and Clearwater River Valleys, Other rail facllities used are
the Union Pacific btranch line which tefminates at Pomeroy in Garfield County
and a Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railway branch line which has
terminals at Colton and Uniontown in Whitman County and Genesee, Idaho. This
line feeds into junctions with transcontinental railroads at Spokdne,
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Income: YValue of Products_ébiéh,; -

Census of Agriculture daté‘ohithe valﬁe‘ofﬂfafﬁ.producfé sold show that .
gross farm income has been trending upward in,reden@_yearso}-All Asotin County
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farms marketed agricultural products worth $2,966,890 in 195L compared with
$2,611,370 in 1949, Returns to farmers have increased about 12 percent since
1949. Asotin County ranks twenty -seventh in the state in valuo of farm
products sold, - ' - SR

Sales of farm products and farm incomes vary by diffcrent types and sizes
of farms, Nearly two-thirds of the county !'s 453 farms are classificd as come
nercial faims selling products worth more than 9250 per year, The majority of
thefcdmmgrciallfarms are in medium-income levels, selling less than $10,000
-worth.of crops and livestock per year, Of 252 commercial farmg, -about 10 per-
cent-are high-income farms with sales exceeding $25,000 per year,. About 35

Pereentare in the income range of $10,000 to #25,000 per year ang the. remain-

‘ing 55 ‘percent sell from $250 to $10,000 per year. Largemscale growing.of
Wheat and extensive livestock operations account for an above-stabe~average
""1ével of farm income, : . o SO

Total Value of all Farm Products Sold, 195k $2,966,890 ‘,;;;uq
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“‘VEFig&bé'13cé sogr§es of ‘Cash Ircome, Asotin County -Farms; 195&:.

A Source: U,S, census,’ﬁgriculture; 195k

: ffﬁérketingf?ield Crépé:'-Wﬁeat,*Bérlgg,-Hay,

‘Wheat' is the predominant cormercial crop of Asotin County.. About L8 per-
cent of all farm marketing in terms of dollar value is in wheat, In 1954 the
harvest of 783,300 bushels of wheat had 'a’ market value of abouﬁvﬁzglsjper

- bushel making the total crop value at $1,68L,095, About 92 percent. of the
.crop.was suld and B percent kept on farms for. sced and feed. Wheat marketed
in 1954 returned approximately $1,470,850 divided among 125 Erowers,
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Barley is an important secondary cash grain crop, -Barley was grown by

-about 80 farms in 1954 and total marketings were 217,000 tushels with market

value to growers of $L471,000. Oats were a minor cash grain in 1954 with about
15,000. bushels valued at 512 000 belng sold on the market, - Potatoes, clover
seed angd alfalfa seed are other minor field crops marketed locally.

Facilities for trading, sworaging, shipping and hauling grain are well
developed within and adjacent o Asotin County. In the vicinity of the city
of Asotin there are storage and feed milling facilities with storage capacity
of 1,055,000 bushels, Wheat growers shipping to .the. lower Colunbia River and
PUget Sound terminals use storages located at Pomeroy, Lewiston and in southern
Whitman County, Most Asotin County wheat moves to Portland, Oregon aﬁd Vane
couver and Longview, Washington for disposition,

Table 2h°g Crops Marketed From Asotin County, 1955

Amount Received fercehf All

T of Crops Sold Farmers -
ype Ps ?%ollars) <+ | Crops Sold

Field Crops (wheat, barley, oats, dry . : -
peas, hay, grass seeds, potatoes) $1,870,588 87.6

Fruits, Nuts and Berries (peaches, S L
apples, pears, apricots, prunes,

raspberries) 21,630 .| 10,0
Horticultural Specialties (cut flowers, -

pﬁants, bulbs, seeds, -trees, vines)| . . k7,790 . 2.2
Vegetables (sweet corn, tomatoes, . oo . s

carrots, dry onions) o . 13,097 2

Total amount received by .
o ) Tl mm i m ok [y
farmers for cash crops $2,130,LUD 100,0

Source:iuﬁqSJACegqus, Agriculﬁﬁre;

Morketing Frui .5 and Be TrE 28

Marketings of fruit and berries returned over $21h,000 to Asotin growers
in 195L. Sweet cherries, peaches, pears, apricots and apples are the main
fruits Shi‘D'Ded-‘ In nm‘mn- years swnr-*-t charries and neaches make up the buik

Al o ST LLALDL LATS QLN pPRSLITO NGLT

- of commercial sales by fruit growers, Over 125 tons of sweet cherries anc 100

tong of peaches were available for shipping in 195k,  Fruit growers haul o
Dayton, Waitsburg, Walla Walla, Pasco and Lewiston, shjpping points for fruild,
A minor volume of fresh-market strawberries and raspberries are m.arlt ted in

. the local southeastern Washlngton area to retail storesa

Marketing Cattle, Hogs, Sheep and Wool

Sales of live anlmals for Blaughter and for snockers and feeders totaled
over $620,000 in 195} and made up about 21 pereent of the county's farm econo-
my, Cattle and calves are the major items sold, bringing more than $555,000,
Hogs are second, making up sales of about ¢h3 SOO, About 250 farms sold catile
and calves in 19521° Sheep and wool were mlnor, sa;es amounting to abouu .

© $28,0004
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Apotin County, Washington

viena, - ¥ador markets for Asotin County livestock are in the geheral Blue Mountain

.~ iregion ofWashington, Oregon and Idaho, Livestockmen haul to meat ‘packers'
yards at Walla Walla, Clarkston, ‘Lewiston and Spokane, Wool is ‘generally mar-

keted in Pertland, Oregon, Major shipments of cattle and lambs are made by
rail to Portland, Spokane, Yakima and Seattle, =~ o

T

_.amounted. to about 459,000, . . . . -

uygﬁﬁgrketiﬁgfﬁéifijPrcduetﬁ

- .+ - Table 25.~ Livestock and Livestock Products Marketed
R, : - Asotin County, 1954 -

T iClass of Livestock T Quantity | | Amount Reééived -
7 » P:'*oducts' Sold ‘ ' Marketed By Farmrs
Dairy Products R B - e
Whole milkew-momcaomcmeme- - | 1,652,663 1lbs, $ 88,643
Butterfat-wwesemcoccsaacuanan | ° 28,21} 1bs. Lh,L67
e Total. all ‘dairy products - SR $103,110
”j.Poﬁltry and peultry products
- Chiokensmst o m ool 6,121 birds $ 6,59
T EggSemem——m—— - === | . 104,509 dozen L5,967 -
Turkeys, ducks, geese—e——mm-w : B __b5,505. -
- Total all poultry and:products . - : .$ 59,068
Animals sold alive x | Co
Cattlemmmeanammmmre e e e == | 2,916'head | = $350,382
- Calvegmmmmmnem e e e ~ 3,6l1 head 205,480
Hegs and pigsm—eceemmverereas ‘1,502 head | 43,528
~ Gkeep and lambgemme-mmun= mome [0 1,635 head 18,57
Herses and muleSeme——memeaea- 1 " 35 héad | 028
~ Total all animals sold aliv o © $621,989
Other livestock and livesteck . B I
Products $0ld=wmmmmmmmemmmmmmenm el B GG
- Total -amount }épeived"fqulifestéck_ oo
and livestock Productsieeicuw—vasicun- $793,613
Source: U,S5, Census, Agriculture. = =~ "= . T

'1”;M§rkeﬁing Poultry"and.Eégé;" ;:Q;_' . B R

*" Poulury and éggrmaxketiﬁgq;g minor and is organized for satisfying-Tocal

Wholesale and retail outlets, The area is barely self-sufficient in eggs,
" Dressed poultry is shipped in from other counties to make up’the daficity

- Fresh eggs are the principal pouliry product: sold. About 150 :farms produced
“‘eggs for market in 195k ‘and received a total of $Li7,000,. In 195k they sold

104,500 dozen to the markets of Clarkston, Lewiston and Asotin, Dressed poul-
try sales included about 2,000 broilers, ﬂ,OOO other chickens and. gbout’:25000
turkeys. Total cash returns to farmérs from eggs, chickens and turkeys

E
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‘I;th}§'miikjand creaMFia'markéfed.lbééily by about 50 ﬁaiﬁy farms, ~Sales
have been trending upward since 1949 and amounted to $88,6L0 in 195k, -, Cream
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sales declined %o a total value of about §1L4;500 tut whole milk has increased,
Principal outlet is a dairy distributing plant in Clarkston which helps serve
the Clarkston, Asotin and Lewiston industrial area, Farm-churned butter pPro=
duction has dwindled, but about 75 farms reported making tutter for home use

in 195L, The area has a deficit in dairy products and some whole milk, cream

and butter is shipped in from Idaho and Whitman County.

Table 26,~ Dairy Products Sold From Farms
Asotin County, 1939~195L

Whole Milk Sold _ Cream Sold 1' Butter Sold-
Year . From Farms N From Farms From Farms
(pounds) | (dollars) (poundg)_ﬂigp;lars) {(pounds) | (dollars)

1939 (1,850,000 | $h2,000 | 88,150 | $22,050 8,920 | "$3,568

194k | 860,000 27,500 | 79,200 39,600 100 ‘| - - 280

19L9| 643,345 | L0,300 | 37,320 21,750 1 e [ ¢

1954 11,652,660 | 88,640 | 28,215 14,460 i
Lo PETTEOIpI | B < I AT, - A - ' A

wiORICS 3 'J.,S ¢ Cemsus s i"\lg;“: (ri.i" Lﬁfe
Marketing Farm Forest Products

In recent years there has béen an increase in volume and value of wood-
angd progucts 0LG—DLYy-AB0 n-ounty 31 T8 arms wi x & lorested
Mountains area sold logs, pulpwood, fence posts and fuelwood worth over
$37,000 during 195k, Good markets for these products are nearby in the mills
of the Clarkston-Lewiston district, Improved rcads and trucking equipment has
improved access to Blue Mountain area farm woodlands, An increasing number of

ranchers have been harvesting and marketing products from their woodlands in
recent years,

“Table 27.- Forest Products on Farms, Asotin County, 195k - |

e ” ' Farms

. Type of Product . Reporting Tlant;tyA
Firewood and fuelwood Cubme=me=mmww 29 337 cords
Fence posts CUbwwwmminamommanaeo o 15 9,082 posts |
Sawlogs and venser logs cute—=e—cmo 16 2,362 M Bd, ft.
Pulpwood cutemeccrcemmaannrnaanne- U 300 cords
Total value of farm forest products N s

sold and used on the farme-cem--a| 18 $3v.any o o

Source; U,S. Census, Agriculture RS SE

" Specified Farm Expenditures = . °

Agotin County farmers who,fgborté¢ expenditures in 195h‘spent over

$6L2,000 during the year for. labor, -feed, petroléum products, fertilizer and

Mmachine hire, Chief. farming expense was for hired labor used in wheat-and

. fruit production and livestock management. . Labor costs for 223 farms averaged

$1,080 per farm, -A high degrée of mechanized. farming required heavy expendi-

tures for gasoline, cil and machinery hire, ' Feed costs for hay and grain by



bl Asotin County, Washington

. beef. and dairy. .cattle farms. were high.,  Compared with 19h9 costs foﬁ»feed,
1abor and all ather supplies and servicea were greater in 195&0’ ot

, Servicing and supplying Asotin County's L65: farms is an 1mportant basis
of local business in Clarkston and:Asotin, . This farm trade arés is a market
for supplies, services and- equipment used in agricultural produttion each year.

Table 28,- Speclfied Farm Expenditures in 195&, Asotin County

-

re———

Type of Farmsw Expendlture of [Average - -
) Expenditure - _ | Reporting 21l Farms Fer Farm .

. Machine hlr@oognac-ltoooonc-oc ]-Th 5 379163 T @ 213000

Hired laboropouaootccnootonso.' 223 ’ 2h0,9h2 1,0800905
Fegd for livestock and poultry | - 329 156,025 471,00
Gasolide, petroleum fuel & oil | 30 »‘159,800 -] 515,00
Commernial fertalizer..‘.,.... 158 © 7,972 - f 304,00
Lime .and 1:i1ning materlaIS. " o 12 138 . 11050 ‘

~-Total: production costs........" ‘ $6L2,5L0 T

Source-

QS. Gensus, Agglcultur

Agricultural Income Gompared to Other Income Sources

h Co
. and 50111’0%35 o6 LNcome Iourd.

o ?packing) a8 a source of wages and income,:-

;yAsotin Gounty'was ranging from %1,168 000 to $1,83h,000 per year and WaB ine
. ereasing, This study at: Washingtpn State.Colliege by Guthrie and Boyle ¢f types

uu‘:ua ngz.l.vu..nbw.e Was . ,Lebb‘lv:x.ng about one-elgm,n of "
Agriculturerwas second to mannfacturing (lumber and meat

[ tetar ] € vnnnad

total ‘county income,

Table 29.~ Types and Sources of Income 1950-1952, Asctin County
. : o - -3Percentaga;ofzedunty
T . :
yp:?a?gﬁfzgrce Income 19 Dollars by'Ye;rs “Income by Years
""" _ 1950 3951 1952 1950 | 1951 ] 1952
Construction 829,000 1,125,000 1,176 000 | 6.9 8.7 8,3
Govermmert - 734,000 867,000} - 9?6,000 6ol | 6,7 6,9
Manufacturing 2,088,0001 3,246,000| 3,380,000 | 17.5] 25,1 23,8
Service 1,031,000/ 1,071,000 1,172,000 | 8.6 | - 833" 843
Transportation, " . N I (R
Communication . v o . o
and Utilities 9?02000' 51,001,000-7-1 143,000 8,1 7.8 8,1
Trade 1,826,000{ 1,501,000 1,809,000 15,31 AhoT| 1247
Miscellaneous 332,000 313,000 380,000} 2,8 24| 2.7
Property Income 1, 082 000¢ 1,1h8,000! 1,212,000 9,11 8,9 8.5
Other - Inccme 1,362, 0081 1 4077,000}" 1,108 00071 11.hi _8.3] 7.8
o Toﬁal ) $11,951, s$12,917,ooo $1h,19o,ooo 16050 | 10040} 100,0
;'1/ Jéhn.A Guthrie and q*nnlev E. chle, ‘Courity Income Payménts ié’%ééliﬁgtcng
1950~52 Pullman,'wash. Wéshington State Cellege, Bulletin ‘Noe 26,

V
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Level of Living on Asotin County Farms _ RIS ::t fﬂ+

On the whole, farm people have not enjoyed a level of living as high as

city people, Farm incomes measured in dollars received for labor or ‘goods sold

are lower on the average than urban incomes, City peoplz also have readily
avallable more conveniensus, Because of isolation and the scattered location
of farm and ranch homes it is difficult to obbein electrical, telephone, sewer,
running water and even highway- service, Services are often too ‘edstly for
public and private utility companies to' provide for.all rural Homes and Farme
steads, particularly in remote or inaccessible areas, In nurerous casesy ine
comes are too low for farmers to put in their own electrical, water and other

conveniences which families in city neighborhoods take for granted,

Ownership and the use of conveniences generally associated with a modern
standard of living is well above national and state averages in Asotin County.
A recent study of rural farm living levels over the state and the United States
based on Agricultural Census figures found that Asotin County had an index of
170 compared with 122 for the United States and 154 for the State of Washing.-
ton, A high average farm family net income in Asotin County contributes to
its relatively high position in national and state scales of living, Asotin
County farm homes as an average are more advanced in use of electrical power
and appliances. In terms of housing, telephones, plumbing and automobile useg
Asotin farm districts are above the state and national farm home average.

L4444““““““““Tabi€‘305m Indices of Level of Living of Asotin County Farm

Families, 1950 Compared with State and National Averages

- Percentage of total farm faiilies with listed
Index Items index items —
United States | Washington | Asotin County

Farm Family Level~of-Living 122 154 170
Median Income per Family $1,567 $2,380 $3,292
Electricity 78.3% 92,.5% 98.3%
Electric Hot Water Heater 17.4 49.1 5907
Electric Washing Machine 58,7 85.4 91,0
Home Freezers 12,1 14,5 15,8
Mech, Refricerators 62.7 7.4 80,3
Telephone 38,2 57.5 74,0
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23,8 70,4 e
Central Heating 18,1 17.8 22,0
Houses with More than One

Person per Room 22,3 15.7 9oli
Automobiles 63.0 170 68,5
Travel 10 Miles or More

to Trading Center 2L.h 20.5 3542

Source: Walter L, Slocum and Carol L, Stone, The Farm People of
Washington at Mid-Century, State College of Washington,
Washington Agric. Exp, Stations, Bulletin 557, February
1955, Pullman, Washington.,
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" Asotin County agricul ure, while somewhat impeded by 1solaticn frcm
regional markets, and by physical handicaps such as hilly terrain and dry
climate, has made steady progress,- Its wheat.industry is well advanced and

1ts fruit and livestock industries are stable. Farming has become for many a

© . FPull-time commercisl’ activity and for others it supplements indqustrial work in

‘the; Ckarketon-Lewiston disirict, “Agriculture is a basic SLpport ‘of the local

iand general Inland Empire region,  Numerous well managed wheau. frult and

= cattie farms stand as monuments to persevering pioneers who chose thelr homes
=~1n this ﬂectmon of the Srdke vaer Basln and the Blue Mount alxno

o




